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The garbled telegram then was published, and it
was accompanied by inspired comments calculated
to intensify its effect. As was expected and intended,
it roused both the Prussians and the French to patriotic
fary. The Prussians were exasperated by the alleged
outrage to their king; the French by the apparent
insult to their ambassador. The French Cabinet was
swept off its feet by the outburst of popular passion
in Paris: on the evening of July I4th it signed the
declaration of war. Next day King William ordered
the mobilisation of the forces of the North German
Confederation. In vain did the British Ministry offer
mediation Quly lyth). Both sides lusted for combat.
Bismarck had precipitated the war: Napoleon DI
had been lured into declaring it.

IV
The German mobilisation during the second half
of July 1870 proceeded with clockwork precision.
Three great armies were assembled. The first, under
General Karl von Steinmetz, 102,000 strong, was
concentrated at Coblenz for a march up the Moselle
valley. The second, consisting of nearly 250,000 men,
under Prince Frederick Charles, was collected round
Mainz for an advance through the Palatinate. The
two armies ultimately were to combine for the
capture of Metz and the consequent conquest of
Lorraine. The third army, commanded by the
214